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April 2009 
 
Wow, there hasn’t been a fish registered since March 9th. That is a long time. There have been boats fishing, 
just not alot to catch it seems right now. Weather has played havoc so that boats haven’t been able to get out. 
During April, so far, we have completed the Corporate Challenge and gathered for the Blessing of the Fleet. 
The father did a great job and, personally, I feel safer already.  

 
 
There was an impromptu raft –up south of the Bridge of Lions while waiting for the procession to begin. 
Champagne Mimosa’s and Bloody Mary’s were served at the Marlin Club before departure and President 
Bucky Odum on the TREE HOUSE led the WAR EAGLE, LUNA SEA, ROGET THAT !, FISHARDY, 
MOON DOGGIE, CAN’T WAIT, MISTRESS, OFF THE GRID and KEEP’ER  toward downtown St. 
Augustine. After evading cannon fire from the fort, we made it under the Bridge of Lions and the wait was on. I 
am sorry to say that KEEP’ER  had a casualty. They heaved the anchor to wait for the call to head towards the 
podium where the father would bestow his blessing. Unfortunately, when the fleet left, got blessed and returned, 
KEEP’ER  was still anchored and I am pretty sure it wasn’t on purpose. The anchor was finally donated to 
Davey Jones. Sorry about that Bob.  



 
After the blessing and upon return to the club, Paul Kassab and Bucky Wright of the REEL XCAPE served the 
best BBQ I think I have ever had. Simply incredible, Paul has a real talent for BBQ. Smoked ribs, butt and 
chicken that was better than any restaurant has served. For those not there, you missed a real treat.  

 
 
I am working on some events for NEFMA membership. The plans are to finalize some choices and then have 
the membership choose. Some things being looked at are, having San Sebastian Winery bring some of their best 
to the club for a wine tasting (of course they hope you will like it enough to purchase some). Running a half-day 
inshore fishing tournament with a cookout back at the club. Maybe a poker/casino or Texas Hold ‘Em night at 
the clubhouse. The goal is 2 events by the end of the year with plenty of notice to membership so they can plan.  
 
Sometime during the summer doldrums, probably July, we are looking at a Saturday NEFMA Flea 
Market/Safety Day. NEFMA members can set up and sell all that un-used fishing gear at the club and I have 
some commitments from companies to bring safety gear, like rafts/EPIRBS/Personal EPIRBS/Life vests to the 
club for inspection and demonstration. I know that although most of you have rafts, very few have ever had to 
inflate it. This is your chance to see it done.  
 
I would really like your input on these ideas. Send to Jagsare1@hotmail.com or call Tim Martin at 904-674-
4552.  
 
BLUEWATER INVITATIONAL – It is Bluewater time. Personally, I am excited. You may have noticed 
some of the changes for 2009. Go to the NEFMA website, www.nefma.com, and look for “2009 BLUEWATER 
INFORMATION” on the front page for full details. I have heard some excitement about the changes and I have 
heard some that aren’t sure if they like them. I have a request that I ask you all to consider. Let’s come together 
as a club and support this tournament. If you are unsure about it this year, have an open mind and give it a 
chance. You may be surprised. Change can be good. I can assure you that the Bluewater committee for 2010 
will consider all your comments as they put next year’s tournament together. For the benefit of the club and the 
tournament participants themselves, we need 45+ boats this year. This is YOUR tournament and it is as good or 
bad as you make it. Get out there and promote it, get others to join. Wouldn’t it be great to win it and see a 
$40K - $45K payout?! We need participants to make that happen.  
 
FISHING  – This is easy...no fish. Actually, no fish registered. My crew on the LIT UP  made the long run to 
the 120nm Weather Buoy off of Canaveral in less than perfect conditions. We caught 15 yellowfin tuna, 6 
blackfin tuna and 6 dolphins. 4 of the dolphin were 23-25 lbs but the yellowfins were all undersized and 
couldn’t be kept.  



 
During the Open Tournament in early March, SHARK BAIT  won with a boated swordfish and the 3rd and 4th 
place dolphin. PEZ VELA  took second with a swordfish release and BY DESIGN wrapped up 3rd place with 
the 1st and 2nd place dolphins.  
 
If you want to win the Championship Series, you better make a move now. There are 8 tournaments left, plenty 
of time and points to catch up to the leaders.  
 
*2009 Boat of the Year current leader is PEZ VELA , SHARK BAIT  and LIT UP . 
 
*  Championship Series current leader is GET SHORTY, SHARK BAIT and TREE HOUSE.  
 
*2009 Angler of the Year leader is Steve Grant. 
 
2009 CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES SCHEDULE –   The next event is the 2 day Spring Warm Up on April 
25/26. This is a cash tournament and the top 3 places will win $1500, $700 and $300 respectively.  
 
On May 16th, the Invitational Open will be fished and for the first time, NEFMA members will be competing 
against non-member boats. In an effort to showcase the members, club and clubhouse, we are inviting anyone 
who wants to fish. They will fish under NEFMA rules and their fish will be weighed at Camachee. There will 
be hamburgers and hotdogs served after weigh-in on Saturday. This gives us an opportunity to shine. Our 
competitive and sportsmanlike nature will allow us to showcase what the Marlin Club is all about. I am asking 
that if you don’t fish any other tournaments, fish this one. Let’s have a great showing. For those on the Marlin 
Club dock, showcase your vessels and tackle, make em look fancy as many people will be seeing us for the first 
time.  
 
**I am happy to announce that some of our members are volunteering their time to offer some of their expertise 
the night before the May 16th event. On Friday, May 15th, Don Combs will discuss catching big NE Florida 
dolphin and John Hulsey and Paul Dozier are going to team up and discuss sailfishing tactics and fishing out of 
a center console. Please come and support these guys and if you learn something, that is a bonus because they 
have alot to share. Thanks to those 3 guys for stepping up and offering their time and expertise.  
 
DOCK PARTY  – The Dock Party is Friday April 24th so mark your calendars. This is always a fun time and 
this year will be the same.  
 
CORPORATE CHALLENGE  – Please take the time and make the effort to seek out Brad Bishop on the GET 
SHORTY who took this tournament and gathered the sponsors almost entirely on his own and thank him for 
that effort. IT IS NOT AN EASY THING. In the end, there were 19 sponsors. I cannot stress how important this 
tournament is to the club. Thank you Brad, for a job very well done.  
 
The FRONT RUNNER took their sponsor HALBERT WATERPROOFING  to the winners circle! Bucky on 
the TREE HOUSE took FAIR PLUMBING  into 2nd Place and HANNA , a new member, self sponsored and 
came in 3rd Place. These sponsors really help our club and I hope you can at least consider them for any 
business you may be able to direct to them.  
 
CLUBHOUSE CONSTRUCTION  – You may notice that there is quite a bit of work being done to the 
clubhouse. Please take the time to read the President’s Message attached to this newsletter for more details.  
 
MEMBERSHIP  – Your board of directors is currently addressing the membership level. As that is being 
worked on, ask your crew to join as an associate. If you don’t see someone who used to be a member, pick up 
the phone and call them and ask them to join. Paul Kassab of the REEL XCAPE  noticed a new boat on the 
Marlin Club dock, a beautifully restored Hatteras called HAMMERHEAD . Paul introduced himself and told 



him about the club and now we can welcome Drew Coleman as a new general member. When you see 
HAMMERHEAD  on the dock, introduce yourself and welcome him to the club. Thanks for joining Drew.  
 
**IMPORTANT – Beginning March 15th, 2009, we will no longer be accepting the “catch cards”. You will 
need to register your fish on-line through the NEFMA website. It is very easy and Tim Martin is available to 
help you do that.  If you need his help, call him at 904-674-4552 or email at Jagsare1@hotmail.com.  
 
TRAVELING BOATS – I have no news on traveling boats at this time. Would love to get a report if anyone 
has information.  
 
 
**Please take a few minutes to go to your profile on www.nefma.com and update anything that needs updating. 
If you cannot remember your password, send me an email at Jagsare1@hotmail.com and I will send that 
information to you. A lot of information is disseminated via email so I encourage you to add one if you have an 
email address.  
**Please use the NEFMA website to log your fish catches instead of using the cards. You will find it to be very 
easy and it will help us keep the points up to date in a timely manner. Simply go to www.NEFMA.co and click 
on the left side where it says “SUBMIT CATCH”.   Fill in the blanks and click on ENTER and you are done.  
** If you do not have an email address in your profile on the NEFMA website, I highly recommend you add 
one. This will allow you to get fishing reports via email and you can still hide the email address if you want. 
Call me for passwords and website access.  
 
****Please forward any and all news that affects our club to me for inclusion in future newsletters. I 
really do need your help in making this newsletter interesting to read.  
Tim Martin  
Jagsare1@hotmail.com 
904-674-4552 
  
 
A final picture of the Blessing of the Fleet:  

 
 
Happy Easter! 


